
Resolution No.: 16-1169 
~~~----------

Introduced: October 20, 2009 
Adopted: October 20, 2009 

COUNTY COUNCIL 

FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 


By: County Council at Request of County Executive 

SUBJECT: Approval ofExecutive Regulation 32-08, Speed Humps 

Background 

1. 	 On February 18, 2009, the County Executive forwarded proposed Executive Regulation 
32-08. 

2. 	 The Council must review the regulation under method (2) of Section 2A-15 of the County 
Code. 

3. 	 On April ]4,2009 the Council adopted Resolution No. 16-918 extending the deadline for 
consideration of the regulation to June 30, 2009. 

4. 	 On June 30, 2009 the Council adopted Resolution No. 16-1037 extending the deadline for 
consideration of the regulation to December 31,2009. 

5. 	 The Transportation, Infrastructure, Energy and Environment Committee held 
worksessions on proposed Executive Regulation 32-08 on June] 5, 2009 and October 12, 
2009. The Committee unanimously recommends approval of Executive Regulation 
32-08 as submitted. 

Action 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following 
resolution: 

Executive Regulation 32-08, Speed Humps, is approved. 

This is a correct copy of Council action. 

Linda M. Lauer, Clerk of the Council 



Attachment to ResoJ ntj on No.! 16-1 J 69 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
EXECUTIVE REGULATION 
Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

ISubject 
Speed Humps 

Number 
32-08 

loriginating Department 
I. Montgomery County Department of Transportation 

Effective Date 
October 20, 2009 

Montgomery County Reguiation on: 

Speed Humps 

DEPARTMENT OF TR..>\.:NSPORTATION 

Issued by: County Executive 

Regulation No. 32-08 


Authority: Montgomery County Code, §49-30 

Supersedes: none 


Council Review: Method (2) Under §2A-15 

Montgomery County Register Volume 25, Issue 12 


Comment Deadline: December 31, 2008 
Effective Date: October 20, 2009 

SUMMARY: This regulation sets criteria for the consideration of speed humps and also sets forth the 
procedure for citizens ofMontgomery County to request the installation of speed humps on eligible County 
roads. 

ADDRESS: 	 Department ofTransportation 
Division ofTraffic Engineering and Operations (DTEO) 
10 1 Orchard Ridge Road, 2nd Floor 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878 

STAFF CONTACT: Chiet: Division of Traffic Engineering & Operations 
(240) 777-2190 

BACKGROUND: Montgomery County Code (2004), as amended (the «Code") §49-30 Traffic Calming (b) 
authorizes the installation of speed humps on publicly owned or dedicated and maintained roads in the County 
within established guidelines as set forth in the Code. The purpose of this Executive Regulation, promulgated 
under Chapter 8, §3 of2007 Laws ofMontgomery County, is to establish the method by which speed humps 
may be requested, how requests will be reviewed and ifmeeting certain qualifications set forth herein and in 
accordance with the County Code, built. This is in furtherance of the County's Traffic Calming Program with 
the goal of enhancing neighborhood traffic safety and maintaining livable residential environments. 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 

Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street .. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject 
Speed Humps 

Originating Department Effective Date 
Montgomery County Department of Transportation 

Number 
32-08 

Speed bumps are an effective and self-enforcing technique for calming excessive traffic speeds. 
However, they have consequences that may impact a community as a whole. Speed humps may increase the 
response time for emergency vehicles and may result in traffic diverting to other roadways i.J."1 the community. 
The Regulation establishes the procedure for Communities to present their request for speed hump installation 
to the County's Department of Transportation, and ensure that the entire community is involved in the process 
allowing residents who may be directly affected to vote on whether installation will take place. 

DEFINITIONS: 

o 	 «Parabolic" speed hump - a physical traffic calming device made of bituminous asphalt that is 12' in length 
(consisting of a uniform parabolic shape), and has a nominal height of 3" at its highest point. 

o 	 "Flat Top" type speed hump - a physical traffic calming device made of bituminous asphalt that is 22' in 
length (consisting of a 6' inclined ramp section, 10' foot raised flat section, and 6' declining ramp section), 
and has a nominal height of 3" at its highest point. 

o 	 Speed Hump Location Plan - a sketch or diagram showing the location of speed humps and other associated 
traffic controls in relation to intersections, driveways, inlets, and property lines. 

o 	 Intersection for purposes of this regulation, defIned as a junction of two or more roadways which includes 
stop, yield or signal controls on the roadway under consideration for speed hump installation. 

o 	 Operating Speed (85th percentile) - that speed at which 85 percent of a measured sample of vehicles travels 
at or below; this is the most commonly used statistic to evaluate operating speeds on a partiCUlar roadway 

o 	 Traffic Volume - the total volume of two-way traffic over a period of one hour (i.e., four consecutive 15 

minute periods) during one 24-hour period. 


o 	 CQmmunity Association - Any incorporated or unincorporated common ownership or civic association 

which represents the interests of the subdivision in which the street being considered for humps is located. 


o 	 Neighborhood Traffic Committee - an ad hoc group of residents fonned in the absence of an active 

Community Association which represents the interests of the subdivision in which the street being 

considered for speed humps is located. 


o 	 Designated Community Contact Person ("DCCP")- the primary neighborhood contact person designated by 
a Community Association or Neighborhood Traffic Committee. 

o 	 Department - Depa.rt..ment ofTransport.ation 
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ONTGOMERY COUNTY 
ECUTIVE REGULATION 
of the County Executive <; 101 Monroe Street 0 Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Number 
Speed Humps 32-08 

Originating Department Effective Date 
Montgomery County Department of Transportation 

Subject 

o Other Impacted Residence - residences on cul-de-sacs or side streets who, as a result of implementation of 
the plan, will be required, with no altemati ve, to cross one or more speed humps in order to reach their 
residence 

o Direct Residential Frontage - The portion of the front property line of the residential lot, lots or tract of land 
abutting a public street, road or highway not separated from the dwelling unites) thereon by a common space 
or multi-fa..uily parking area 

PROCEDURE: 

Speed Humps for Roads Classified as Primary ResidentiaL Secondary Residential, Principal Secondary 

Residential, Tertiary and Alley 


1. 	 Eligibility Criteria 

No street segment will be considered to be eligible for speed humps unless all of the following criteria 
are met: 
• 	 Properties must have Direct Residential Frontage on the street segment 
• Average Lot Size must be two acres or less 

It Speed Limit must be either 25 or 30 MPH. 

• 	 Operating Speed, as measured by the Department, must be at least: 

o 	 7 miles per hour above the speed limit on secondary residential streets, tertiary residential streets 
and alleys 

o 	 9 miles per hour above the speed limit on primary residential streets or principal secondary 
residential, 

• 	 Traffic Volumes must be a minimum of 100 vehicles in a one hom period. For every 1 MPH the . 
Operating Speed is above the minimum threshold for qualifying, the corresponding minimum 
vehicular volume will be reduced by 5 vehicles to no lower than 50 vehicles in a one hom period. 
For example: on a secondary residential road with a 25 MPH speed limit and an Operating Speed of 
37 MPH the minimum vehicular volume would be 100- [(37-32) x 5] = 75 vehicles in a one hour 
period. 

It Minimum length of road segment shall not be less than 1,000 feet and is uninterrupted by stop, yield 
or signal control 

2. 	 Request and Evaluation Process 

Requests for speed humps for the road classifications as listed above must be submitted in writing 
on behalf of the community by either the president of a Community Association or by the chairperson of 
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MONTGOM RY COUNTY 

EX CUTIVE REGULATION 

Offices of the County Executive .. 101 Monroe Street It Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject Number 
Speed Humps 32-08 

Originating Department Effective Date 
Montgomery County Department of Transportation 

------------~------~..----------- ­

a Neighborhood Traffic Committee. 

The request must be in writing and include all of the fonowing: 

• 	 A clear statement of the time of day which the community believes the street has the highest traffic 
volume and speed. 

• 	 The Designated Community Contact Person (the "DCCP") for the association or committee 
including names, addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses of the DCCP. The DCCP will 
be the primary contact for the community. 

• 	 The request must be mailed, first class, postage prepaid to: Chief, Division of Traffic Engineering 
and Operations ("DTEO"), 101 Orchard IUdge Drive, 2nd Floor, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878, or i 
sent bye-mail to mcdot.TrafficOps@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

After receipt of a request for installation of speed humps submitted by the Community Association 
or the Neighborhood Traffic Committee, the DTEO will perform a traffic study to determine if the 
roadway segment meets the eligibility criteria. Upon completion of the study, DTEO will notify the 
requestor in writing ofthe results ofthe evaluation, and if warranted, a speed hump location plan will be 
developed. 

3. 	 Speed Hump Location Plan 

Section 49-30 (b) of the County Code, with respect to type of hump and spacing requirements will be 
applied to the speed hump location plan, as follows: 

A. Type 

o 	 "Parabolic" type speed humps will generally be used on streets classified as Principal Secondary, 
Secondary Residential, Tertiary Residential, and Alley. 

o 	 "Flat top" type speed humps will be used on streets classified as Primary Residential, and any 
street that is a primary emergency response route or full-time transit route, regardless of 
classification. 

B. 	 Spacing requirements - speed humps must be installed not less than 500' from any other speed 
hump, and 200' from any controlled intersection. 

c. 	p.,ny other physical factor determined by DTEO to be considered from a public safety or traffic 
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MONTGOMERY C UNTY 

I::XECUTIVE REGULATION 


i Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockvi!!e, Maryland 20850 

SUbject Number 

m s~.~e_e_d_H_u_m_p_s________~_______--I____3_2-_0_8_____-l 

!loriginating Department Effective Date 
.. Montgomery County Department of Transportation 

engineering perspective, including but not limited to: 

a. 	 Any requirements of any applicable safety code; 

b. 	 Physical factors, such as steep grades, curves, safe sight lines, proximity of existing or 
planned driveways, storm water structures, etc. 

4. 	 Resident Involvement/Concurrence 

A public meeting must then be held by the Community Association or Neighborhood Traffic 
Committee. DTEO will fabricate and install signs advertising the meeting, and will attend the public 
meeting to provide technical support to the Community Association or Neighborhood Traffic 
Committee. The purpose of the meeting will be to address residents' questions and concerns about 
speed humps and explain the resident concurrence process. 

Not later than thirty (30) calendar days after the public meeting, the DCCP must notify DTEO 
whether they wish to proceed with the plan. IfDTEO does not receive notice within the established 
time period, the project will be terminated. 

Not later than forty-five (45) calendar days after DTEO's receipt of the notice to proceed from 
the DCCP, DTEO will finalize the location plan and prepare the Official Resident Concurrence Forms, 
and provide same to the DCCP for the resident concurrence process. The finalized plan, along with the 
Official Resident Concurrence Forms, must be circulated by the Community Association or 
Neighborhood Traffic Committee, to the residents for the concurrence process. The signed completed 
Official Resident Concurrence Forms must be returned to DTEO not later than ninety (90) calendar days 
following their issuance. The forms must be accompanied by a letter, first class, postage prepaid to: 
Chief, Division ofTraffic Engineering and Operations 101 Orchard Ridge Drive, 2nd Floor, 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878, stating the formal endorsement of the speed humps by the Community 
Association or Neighborhood Traffic Committee. 

The following levels of concurrence, as determined by DTEO, must be received for fmal approval 0 

the speed hump installation: 

• 	 not less than 80% of the residences (one signature per occupied household), either single family or 
multifamily, who have Direct Residential Frontage along the road segment under cOIlS1ideration; and 

• 	 not less than 50% of the Other Impacted Residences (one signature per occupied household), only if 
the number ofthe Other Impacted Residences is more than or equal to 30% of the residences on the 
road segment. For example: if the road segment under consideration has 100 residences, there must 
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MONTGOi\t1ERY COUNTY 
EXECUTIVE REGULATION 
Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Speed Humps 32-08 

Department Effective Date 
Montgomery County Department of Transportation 

be at least 30 Other Impacted Residences in order for them to be polled. 

If all criteria are met DTEO will issue a final approval and installation of the speed humps 
scheduled. The request will be terminated if either the Official Resident ConculTence Forms 
returned to DTEO by the ninety (90) days deadline, or DTEO determines that concurrence levels as 
described above are not met. 

Any roadway segment that does not meet the eligibility criteria, or for which a speed hump request 
was terminated due to failure to meet established deadlines or necessary concurrence levels, will not be 
eligible for reconsideration for a period of two years. 

GENERAL NOTES: 

1. 	 Roadfstreet classification will be as per the latest approved and adopted Master/Sector plan for the 
planning area where the road is located. 

2. 	 Mandatory traffic signs and pavement markings will accompany speed humps. 

3. 	 The Chief of the DTEO shall make the final determination as to which properties are considered to have 
Direct Residential Frontage and are to be included in the concurrence process based on the standards in 
this Regulation. 

4. 	 Installation of speed humps by DTEO after approval may take up to one year after the concurrence 
process based on a variety of factors, including construction season timing, contractor availability, 
scheduling of other work activities, availability of funding, etc. For concurrence processes that are 
completed by June of any given year, DTEO will attempt to install the speed humps within the 
immediate construction season. Concurrence processes completed after June may result in installation 
in the following construction season (typically beginning in April ofihe following calendar year). 

AC['Ved as to fonn and legality, 

'Q ~ ,9 ~4l1W 
Office ofthe County Attorney 

Approv : 
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